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slow and easy descent, gives the advantage of allowing for storage, and also for the handling of open boxes without spilling the contents.

Power Drag scrapers consist of bottomless scraper buckets which are pulled back and forth by means of wire cables operated by double-drum hoists, They are used extensively on all types of excavating. See EXCAVATION and EXCAVATORS. Consult Material Handling Cyclopedia (1921); Zimmer's Mechanical Handling and Storing of Material (1922); Broughton's Electric Handling of Materials (1923).

Convict Labor, a term applied to work done by inmates of penitentiaries. It is now generally conceded that a convict should be kept at work both for his own good and for the good of the State.

In the United States there are several systems under which convicts are employed, chief of which are the Contract System, the Piece-Price System, the Public Account System, the State-Use System, the Public Works and Ways System, and the Lease System.

Under the contract system the State feeds, clothes, houses and guards the convict. A contractor engages the labor of the convicts, supplies the raw material, superintends the work and pays the State a certain amount per capita for the convicts' services. The work is usually performed within or near the penitentiary. In 1909 the National Committee on Prisons and Prison Labor was established for the purpose of studying the problem of labor in prison and causing the abolition of the contract system which is rather generally losing ground. The piece-price system is merely a modification of the contract system, in which the contractor pays the State a certain amount for the work done on each piece manufactured by the convicts. Prison officials usually supervise the work and dictate the daily quantity. About two-fifths of the States have either of these two systems.

In the public-account system the State buys the raw material, manufactures and puts the product on the market, and sells it either direct or through an agent. It has the entire care and control of the convicts. This system is found in all but two States and the District of Columbia, but in several of them it is practically negligible. In the State-use system the method is much the same as the public-account system but the use or sale of the product is limited to its Ovvn or other State institutions, the idea being that the State shall not compete with manufacturers employing free labor. The system is in use in all the States. The public works

and ways system is very like the State-use system except that instead of manufacturing articles for use it employs the convicts in construction or repair of the prison and other public buildings, roads, highways, and parks. It is found in 28 States and in the District of Columbia.

Under the lease system, which is now practically obsolete, the State leases the convict to a company or individual to feed, clothe and house and to pay the State a specified sum for his labor. This system was open to great abuse and has generally disappeared.

Consult Bulletins of the U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics; Reports of the National Committee on Prisons and Prison Labor; Whitin's Penal Servitude.

Convocation, a deliberative assembly of the bishops and clergy in the Anglican Church. The clergy first established a representative assembly near the beginning of the i3th century. A session of the governing bodies of the University of Oxford is also known as Convocation.

Convolvulus, or Bindweed, a genus of shrubs and herbs, chiefly climbers or trailers? of wide distribution. The flowers are funnel-shaped, and of many colors. There are some 150 species. Consult L. H. Bailey's Cyclopedia of American Horticulture.

Convoy (Fr. convoi), the name given to ships of war sent to accompany unarmed vessels in time of war to prevent them from being captured or sunk. The name is also given to a body of troops escorting persons, goods, provisions, or munitions of war.

Convulsionaries, a name given to those of the Jansenists who were identified with the excesses committed at the cemetery of St. Me-dard in Paris about 1730. It was said that miracles were wrought at the grave of a Jan-senist priest, and such hysteria was manifested that the cemetery had to be closed.

Convulsions, involuntary muscular contractions.

Conway, town, Arkansas, county seat of Faulkner co; the seat of Hendrix College (Methodist), Central Baptist College, and the Arkansas State Teachers College. The manufactures include lumber, flour, cotton and cotton-seed oil. Dairying is important; p. 5,782.

Conway, town, New Hampshire; p. 3,651. North Conway, one of the main gateways of the White Mountains, is itself a beautiful resort. The town also includes Conway, Conway Centre and Kearsarge. Granite is extensively mined and there are lumber mills.

Conway,  or Aberconway,  market town,